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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to communications: Amendment, filed 03/26/2007. 

2. Claims 16, 18-20, 22, 24-28, and 30-37 are pending. Claims 16 and 24 are 
independent claims. 

3. Applicant's arguments, see Remarks, filed 03/09/07, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 24-28 and 30-37 under Photoshop have been fully considered 
and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon 
further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of the Yang patent, 
and the Angiulo patent for claims 25, 30, 32-35, and 37. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 24, 26-28, 31, and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Yang et al. (hereinafter "Yang"), U.S. Patent No. 6,301,586 B1, 
issued October 2001. 

Regarding independent claim 24, Yang teaches a method for generating a 
photo album page, comprising opening a photo album page on a computer screen and 
assigning a background to said photo album page (col. 5, 1. 41 -col. 6, 1. 45; col. 17, 1. 45- 
57; Fig. 16). Yang teaches selecting a layout configuration for said photo album page, 
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said layout configuration defining a number of photos to be included on said photo 
album page, aspect ratios of said photos, and positioning of said photos on said photo 
album page, wherein said selecting is based on a graphical user interface that enables 
user navigation of a hierarchical organization of a library of layout configurations based 
on a number of photos specified by a user for said photo album page (Figs. 13, 14, 15; 
col. 15, 1. 50-col. 17, 1. 42; Table 3; col. 5, 1. 41 -col. 6, 1. 45), since Yang teaches a 
template wizard graphical user interface with a hierarchical organization of a library of 
layout configurations based on a number of photos specified by a user. 

Yang teaches that the user specified number of photos is used to generate a 
graphical listing of thumbnail images representing a subset of said library of layout 
configurations, said subset of said library of layout configurations supporting only those 
layout configurations having said user specified number of photos (col. 17, 1. 31-42; Fig. 
14). Yang teaches placing a plurality of photos on said photo album page at locations 
defined by said selected layout configuration (Figs. 14, 15; col. 15, 1. 50-col. 17, 1. 42; 
Table 3). 

Regarding dependent claims 26-28, Yang teaches selecting a background 
from a library of backgrounds that are represented by thumbnail images, assigning a 
background image to the photo album page, and assigning a solid color background to 
the page (Fig. 16; col. 17, 1. 45-57). 
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Regarding dependent claim 31, Yang teaches defining sizes and positions of 
text entries (col. 15, 1. 30-36). 

Regarding dependent claim 36, Yang teaches defining size and orientation for 
the photos (col. 5, 1. 41-col. 6, 1. 45). 

6. Claims 25, 30, 32-35, and 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Yang as applied to claims 24, 26-28, 31, and 36 above, and 
further in view of Angiulo et al. (hereinafter "Angiulo"), U.S. Patent No. 6,964,025 
B2, published September 2002, issued November 2005. 

Regarding dependent claim 25, while Yang does not explicitly teach opening a 
blank page, Angiulo teaches opening a blank page for a web photo gallery if no images 
are present in the images list (col. 9, 1. 60-67). Both Yang and Angiulo are directed 
toward software for creating web photo galleries and photo album templates. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the web photo gallery generation method of Angiulo having drag and drop and 
advanced editing functionality, with the automated method for generating a photo album 
page taught by Yang, in order to allow the user additional user interface options for 
editing the page (Angiulo col. 20, 1. 4-36). 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/721 ,865 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2176 

Regarding dependent claim 30, while Yang suggests placeholders because 
Yang discloses predefined templates with layout for pictures, Angiulo teaches selecting 
a layout configuration from a hierarchical library of templates including placeholders for 
photo images (col. 13, 1. 8-col. 14, 1. 4). Both Yang and Angiulo are directed toward 
software for creating web photo galleries and photo album templates. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the 
web photo gallery generation method of Angiulo having drag and drop and advanced 
editing functionality, with the automated method for generating a photo album page 
taught by Yang, in order to allow the user additional user interface options for editing the 
page (Angiulo col. 20, 1. 4-36). 

Regarding dependent claim 32 and 33, while Yang teaches drag and drop 
functionality which suggests dragging and dropping a photo onto the page, and Angiulo 
teaches dragging and dropping and copying and pasting photos to a web photo gallery 
(col. 3, 1. 25-55). Both Yang and Angiulo are directed toward software for creating web 
photo galleries and photo album templates. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the web photo gallery 
generation method of Angiulo having drag and drop and advanced editing functionality, 
with the automated method for generating a photo album page taught by Yang, in order 
to allow the user additional user interface options for editing the page (Angiulo col. 20, 1. 
4-36). 
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Regarding dependent claim 34, while Yang suggests placeholders because 
Yang discloses predefined templates with layout for pictures, Angiulo teaches selecting 
a layout configuration from a hierarchical library of templates including placeholders for 
photo images (col. 13, 1. 8-col. 14, 1. 4; col. 14, 1. 60-col. 15, 1. 10) and selecting a group 
of images from an image list and automatically associating the group of images with the 
template placeholder locations and formats. Both Yang and Angiulo are directed toward 
software for creating web photo galleries and photo album templates. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the 
web photo gallery generation method of Angiulo having drag and drop and advanced 
editing functionality, with the automated method for generating a photo album page 
taught by Yang, in order to allow the user additional user interface options for editing the 
page (Angiulo col. 20, 1. 4-36). 

Regarding dependent claim 35, while Yang does not explicitly teach adjusting 
dimensions of a frame border and a photo relative to each other, Angiulo teaches 
automatically adjusting dimensions of a frame border and a photo relative to each other 
(Fig. 9). Both Yang and Angiulo are directed toward software for creating web photo 
galleries and photo album templates. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the web photo gallery generation 
method of Angiulo having drag and drop and advanced editing functionality, with the 
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automated method for generating a photo album page taught by Yang, in order to allow 
the user additional user interface options for editing the page (Angiulo col. 20, 1. 4-36). 

Regarding dependent claim 37, while Yang does not explicitly teach that the 
hierarchical organization of the library of layout configurations is also based on an 
aspect ratio of photos, Angiulo teaches that the hierarchical organization of the library of 
layout configurations is also based on an aspect ratio of photos (col. 17, 1. 16-40). Both 
Yang and Angiulo are directed toward software for creating web photo galleries and 
photo album templates. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to combine the web photo gallery generation method of Angiulo 
having drag and drop and advanced editing functionality, with the automated method for 
generating a photo album page taught by Yang, in order to allow the user additional 
user interface options for editing the page (Angiulo col. 20, 1. 4-36). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1. Claims 16, 18-20, and 22 are allowed. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, see Remarks, filed 03/09/07, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 24-28 and 30-37 under Photoshop have been fully considered 
and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon 
further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of the Yang patent. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Amelia Rutledge whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7508. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9:30 - 6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather Herndon can be reached on 571-272-4136. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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DougHutton 
Primary Examiner 
Technology Center 2100 



